






Thanks to the partnership between the developers of
Long Branch Lakes and Bill Dance Outdoors, the health and
habitats of all the community’s lakes and ponds are
continually improving. And at our two large Bill Dance
Signature Lakes, residents and guests are reeling in the bass!

Here are a few tips from Bill Dance to make the most of
summer season bass fishing at Long Branch Lakes:

don’t jam-pack your tackle box. Select a few basic
types that can cover all depth ranges. A good mix,
especially for small waters, includes spinnerbaits, plastic
grubs, worms and eels, vibrating-type crankbaits and a few
topwater lures.

when fishing in windy conditions, cut back on the
size of your line and increase the size of your weight to
gain depth quicker with lures like a jig-n-trailer, a slip sinker
worm, a grub or Carolina rig. Smaller diameter line and
heavier weight will also help eliminate backlashes.

work those deadheads. A “deadhead” is a fallen tree
that has floated for some time with one waterlogged end
that is near the bottom. These are excellent places for bass.
Singles will hang out around the exposed end near the
surface with concentrations in the thick cover below.

go slow. Most people work a plastic worm way too fast.
With rare exception, the name of the worm game is “slow,
slow, slow,” reminding yourself to slow it down and fish it
methodically. Many fishermen also sweep a worm too far
with their rod. Always use wrist action instead of arm
motion to work the worm in short hops.

watch your depth. When fishing summertime bass in a
small body of water, remember that the heat of summer
means a lack of enough oxygen down below. Bass rely on
shallower water where there is a small, narrow band rich
in oxygen. Most anglers mistakenly fish below the bass, in
low-oxygen areas.

To learn more, visit billdanceoutdoors.com

Just about everyone who comes to long branch lakes to ride, whether
they’ve spent their lives in the saddle or about to spend their first day there,
quickly discovers the pleasure of time well spent in the company of Equestrian
Center managers, Vanessa and Lamar Wright. And as good as Lamar is in the
saddle, he knows his way around the kitchen, too.

Lamar was recently asked to share a couple of his favorite recipes. And like the
horses who follow his sure and steady lead, those who have followed these
recipes have been mighty pleased with the results. Give ‘em a try!
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come and get it! bambi and pete dillingham of
firefly acres are the friendly folks behind all
the great food for discovery weekend guests.
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There’s no better way to experience the relaxed delights and simple
pleasures that fill the days at Long Branch Lakes than to visit during one of
our popular Discovery Weekends.

Scheduled year-round, these fun-filled events welcome guests to three
days enlivened by community and home tours, group cookouts,
Equestrian Center tours and special activities that reveal all the many
delightful dimensions of the community. Guests enjoy access to all of Long
Branch Lakes’ recreational offerings, from trail riding and fishing to tennis,
swimming and hiking. And many attendees choose to visit with our $99

Explorer’s Package that includes two-
nights area accommodations at the
nearby Fall Creek Falls State Park Inn.

Of course, guests are warmly
welcomed to visit Long Branch Lakes
anytime of the year. To learn more
about Discovery Weekends and to
schedule your visit, call (866) 615-6616,
or visit longbranchlakes.com.

� Season buffalo with sea salt. Coat large enameled cast iron pot in oil (enough to
brown meat in). Over medium-high heat, brown the buffalo in two batches–about 8
minutes each. Transfer to a platter. Wipe pot clean.

� Melt butter in pot. Add onions and cook, stirring, until lightly browned. Add garlic
and cook about 1 minute more. Push onions and garlic to side of pot and add tomato
paste; cook stirring about 2 minutes, then stir into onions.

� Add balsamic vinegar and cook, stirring, about 2 minutes. Stir in wine and cook
about 5 minutes until slightly reduced. Add bay leaves and thyme. Add buffalo, beef
stock and water. Bring to a simmer, cover and cook about 1 hour.

� While meat cooks, peel and cut potatoes, carrots and sweet potatoes. Add potatoes
and carrots; cook covered for 1 hour. Add sweet potatoes and cook covered for
another 30 minutes. Check potatoes and carrots to see if they are fork tender; if not
continue to cook until tender.
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~2.5 lbs. Buffalo Stew Meat
~Olive Oil
~Coarse Sea Salt
~2 tbsp. Unsalted Butter
~2 medium Onions cut into 6ths
~3 cloves Garlic, chopped
~1 generous tbsp. Tomato Paste
~1/3 cup Balsamic Vinegar
~3 Bay Leaves

~Thyme (sprigs or 1 tbsp. dry)
~1 mini bottle Cabernet (dry Red Wine; 1 cup)
~26 oz. Beef Stock
~3 cups Water
~8 Carrots chopped into 1" sections
~5-6 medium Potatoes cut into 1-1.5" cubes
~3 medium Sweet Potatoes

cut into 1-1.5" cubes

Lamar’s Buffalo Stew
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Lamar’s Cornbread
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~ 2 cups of Cornmeal
~ 1/4 cup Sugar
~ 1/2 cup All-Purpose Flour

~ 1 1/2 c. of Buttermilk
~ 2 large Eggs
~ 1/4 c. of Vegetable Oil

~ 2 tsp. Baking Powder
~ 1 tsp. Baking Soda
~ pinch of Salt

� Set oven to 425 degrees.

� Grease a 10" cast iron skillet and place in the oven for 8-10 minutes
(during the preheat is fine).

� In a large bowl, combine all ingredients and mix until just blended. Pour
into hot skillet and bake for 25 minutes or until golden brown.

Note: for best results, don’t mix batter until skillet is hot and ready.
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Discovery
Weekends

JUNE 18-20
JULY 16-18

AUGUST 20-22
SEPTEMBER 24-26
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jake driver, son of
long branch lakes

property owners
gary and angie
driver, with his

recent catch
from camp lake.

There’s a world of fun discoveries and new
experiences in the small towns and along the beautiful
byways that ring Long Branch Lakes! Here are just a few:

a delicious discovery in dunlap
Hungry? Head south from Long Branch Lakes
on Highway 127 to downtown Dunlap, TN
(185 Cherry Street), and discover a wonderful
spot called Blue Orchid Bistro.

Located in an historic, hundred-year-old
building, Blue Orchid Bistro is a family-owned restaurant with
classically-trained Chef Christina Anderson in the kitchen.
Elegant, yet casual, all will feel welcome at Blue Orchid Bistro
which offers a fun and fresh Lunch Menu, a delightful Dinner
Menu and a unique and entertaining KidZ Menu.

Ann Braly, Food Editor of the Chattanooga Times Free
Press says, “for such a small hamlet located in the gorgeous
Sequatchie Valley, Dunlap has a remarkable number of really
good restaurants. Add Blue Orchid Bistro to the mix. I think
it’s the best in town.”

For more information, call the Blue Orchid Bistro at
(423) 949-9567, or visit theblueorchidbistro.com

underground adventures!
Just 30 minutes west of Long Branch Lakes, in McMinnville,
TN, is Cumberland Caverns, Tennessee’s largest show cave
and a U.S. National Natural Landmark. A spelunker’s delight,
Cumberland Caverns was originally discovered in 1810 and
displays some of the largest underground rooms and most
spectacular formations in America, including a vast
underground ballroom that can seat over 400 persons!

Open year-round (the ambient temperature is a constant
56°), the Caverns welcome visitors to take a breathtaking, one-
and-a-half-mile walking tour of the caverns to see spectacular
rock formations, beautiful underground waterfalls and
gleaming pools. Every step and each turn is a new discovery.
With nothing but a flashlight and your own determination,
you will proudly say: “I came, I caved, I conquered!” To learn
more about this exciting day trip destination, visit
cumberlandcaverns.com or call (931) 668-4396.

“udderly” fascinating
Mayfield Dairies, Inc., one of the south’s most beloved
makers of milk and ice cream is located in Athens, TN, about
90-minutes from Long Branch Lakes. And folks who have
taken one of the tours offered by Mayfield report that it is an
amazing experience!

Mayfield Dairies was established in 1910 by T.B. Mayfield
and the operations are still owned by family descendents.
Tours of this vast and sophisticated operation are fun,
educational and take guests behind the scenes to learn about
the making of their milk (the brand in the famous yellow jug)
and their rainbow of ice cream flavors (yes, free samples are
part of the sweet experience). Tours are offered daily. To learn
more, call (800) 629-3435 or visit mayfieldairy.com.
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Those who have met ray talbert tend to describe him in very similar ways: unfailingly friendly; big-
hearted; devoted to family with a talent for bringing out the best in people; soft-spoken in conversation;
savvy in business and finance. So it’s no wonder that Ray has found common ground and kindred spirits
in the men who are the developers of Long Branch Lakes and has now become very much involved,
professionally and personally, in the growth of our community.

Ray Talbert is a local man, raised on a farm in nearby McMinnville, TN that has been in his family for
four generations. And he has retained his love for the land, animals and the strong traditions and work
ethic of the farming life. “Once a farmer, always a farmer,” says Ray.

A FARMER FOUNDS A HOME-GROWN BANK
By trade, Ray Talbert is a banker. And for 33 years, he honed his financial skills working in
institutions for others. In 2003, Ray founded Homeland Community Bank in McMinnville with
no accounts and no deposits, yet with a strong belief that success would come with hard work,
the right people and a philosophy founded on building relationships through trust and
understanding. And folks here in middle Tennessee responded, with some 900 shareholders
eagerly purchasing a stake in the new bank and placing their belief in Ray.

Today, with Ray as President and CEO, Homeland Community Bank has over $107-
million in deposits, a staff of twenty and the trust of hundreds of customers large and
small here in our area.

A VISIT CHANGES EVERYTHING
Ray remembers first hearing about Long Branch Lakes from a friend, Jimmy Yates, who
had been hired by the community’s developers to put in underground wiring. A few

years later, Cliff Davidson, a friend and business
associate of Ray’s, as well as a builder at Long Branch
Lakes, was more insistent, convincing Ray to ride with
him over to Long Branch Lakes in early 2009 to meet
Edmond Cash and Rick Klewein and to see first-hand
all that was emerging there.

“It was pretty eye-opening,” Ray remembers from that
first visit. “When I saw all the amenities already there,
I could see they weren’t in the business of making empty
promises. Everything was in-place and first-class.”

Ray met Edmond Cash, Rick Klewein and Andy Cash,
the developers of Long Branch Lakes, that day and the four
talked at great length about the vision for the community and
all the new projects planned to take shape in 2009 and 2010.
To make a long and happy story short, a mutually-rewarding
relationship was soon forged whereby Homeland Community
Bank would provide the construction lending for two of Long

Branch Lakes’ new landmark projects: the Condominiums at Trout Hill, with Cliff Davidson as
developer and builder, and the new Long Branch Lakes General Store.

A PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIP BECOMES PERSONAL
As Ray learned more about Long Branch Lakes he was anxious to share the wonders of the
community with his daughter and son-in-law Angie and Gary Driver who live in McMinnville.
The couple, along with their three children Jake, Garret and Alix soon visited and quickly
joined Ray in his excitement for the kind of living the community offered.

“My husband Gary was a varsity athlete in college and is an avid outdoorsman who loves
camping, hunting, horseback riding, sports and fishing,” says Angie, “and all three kids too,
who love everything about Long Branch Lakes. Gary and I are so excited about our purchase
of a homesite here. We’re looking forward to years together making new memories and to
spending many summers and weekends at Long Branch Lakes with family and friends!”

a sport-loving family! gary driver
takes in a set of tennis with son
jake at the long branch lakes
courts during a recent visit.

at top: angie driver and her father ray talbert with two
of ray’s three grandchildren, alix and jake driver.
above: the sold sign on gary and angie driver’s homesite
in the lakes section of long branch lakes; brothers jake
and garret driver kakaying on camp lake; alix driver
strikes a pose as she enjoys the playground at the camp
lake recreation area.

at top: the lakefront residence of jim and deb russell. above left: the residence of lewis and jo ann collier at edge of long lake.
above right: a rear view of the log home of thomas and frances clark.
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Lakefront living at long branch lakes has begun for several new
residents of our community!

Jim and Deb Russell from Geneseo, NY, along with daughter
Samantha (see front page story) are enjoying their gorgeous new
home at the edge of Long Lake. Their gracious two-story residence
was built by Greg Padgett of RJK Homes, one of Long Branch Lakes’
Preferred Builders.

And overlooking the waters of Camp Lake is the grand, three-level
log residence of Thomas and Frances Clark from Longwood, FL.
Designed by Tennessee Log Homes, this will be a second home for
the Clarks who are looking forward to enjoying frequent getaways to
Long Branch Lakes.

Along with the Russells and Clarks, Long Branch Lakes warmly
welcomes two additional new residents who recently moved into
their new homes here: Charles and Dolly Griffin of Margate, FL,
whose lovely residence in High Rocks was built by Bruce Brothers
Builders, a Long Branch Lakes Preferred Builder; and Lewis and Jo
Ann Collier from Lakeland, FL whose beautiful residence in The
Lakes was constructed by Square Peg Builders. Welcome one and all!

COMING SOON: A TOUR OF HOMES!
With so many wonderful new homes recently completed or now
well underway in Long Branch Lakes, the next edition of The
Saddlebag will include a photographic tour of many of these new
residences and other homes within the community.
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A recent visitor to our community offered a personal observation
of Long Branch Lakes following a weekend visit. Their remark of
praise, as insightful as it was brief, was as follows: The folks who are
creating this community want everything to be “just so.”

“Just so” (or “just right”) is that point in time in any worthwhile
project, large or small, when obstacles have been overcome, visions
have been realized and goals have been achieved. And while the
origin of the saying is likely southern, the understanding of the clarity
of purpose and devotion to ideals it suggests is universal.

Long Branch Lakes is a Thumbprint Developers Community. And
the principals of Thumbprint–Edmond Cash, Andy Cash and Rick
Klewein–want every feature, every building and every detail of this
community to be “just so.” This relentless drive for excellence lives in
the countless examples of decisive actions and daily practices that
seek what is truly best for the land and all those who live here on it.
Their vision for Long Branch Lakes is clear and their commitment to
its quality is non-negotiable.

When guests and residents proclaim this community to be just so,
just right or just perfect, they have discovered, for themselves, that this
is just the way Thumbprint does business.

This is the essence of the word thumbprint: To
leave one’s mark in ways that are personal, unique
and enduring. The developers of Long Branch Lakes
hope you’ll visit and add your thumbprint to this
remarkable place.

Long branch lakes is pleased to announce its new partnership with Lookout Mountain
Land Company, LLC. While sales of developer homesites will continue to be handled by
Long Branch Lakes Properties, LLC, Lookout Mountain Land Company is now the official
resales division, handling resales of homesites and homes in the community.

To learn more, please contact Jeremy C. McDowell, Principal Broker at (866) 615-6616;
Cell: (931) 316-1515; or via email to: jcm@lblprop.com. To view current Long Branch Lakes offerings from Lookout Mountain
Land Company, LLC, visit lblresales.com.

We invite you to come visit Long Branch Lakes
and see this unique community for yourself.

To make the most of your visit, we offer the
Long Branch Lakes Explorer’s Package that
includes two nights of area lodging, community
and home tours, use of all community amenities,
special activities, food, fun and lots more.

For complete information or to arrange your
visit, please call (866) 615-6616. Or visit on-line at
longbranchlakes.com. And for Equestrian Center
information, visit lbl-equestriancenter.com.

A Passion for Making
Everything “Just So”

Would You Like to Share The Saddlebag?
If you have friends or family who you think would enjoy receiving a copy of the Long Branch Lakes newsletter, just contact
the sales office at (866) 615-6616 with their name and address and we’ll be delighted to mail a copy to them.

SUMMER ATOP THE CUMBERLAND PLATEAU is a sensational season at Long Branch Lakes.
This is a season that embraces all the senses: the sweet aromas of freshly mowed pastures and backyard cookouts; the beat of

hooves from passing trail riders and the laughter of happy children in the playgrounds and swimming pool; the calls of songbirds
and the catching of bass and trout; the coolness of wading along a mountain stream and the warmth of gathering with new
friends. Yet of all the senses that find reward here year-round, perhaps none is stronger than the sense of belonging.

For so many reasons, now is an especially compelling time to experience Long Branch Lakes and we have many new things
we want to share with you. Visit soon!

Visit Long Branch Lakes
with our Fun-Filled

Explorer’s Package!

Summer is Calling.
Answer Soon!

The Newest Member of the Family




